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Alan Murray/Herald Journal Ashley Halverson, left, talks with Constitution Party presidential candidate
Chuck Baldwin on Thursday along 800 East in Logan.
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A different choice

By Charles Geraci
Published:
Saturday, July 5, 2008 1:56 AM CDT

Chuck Baldwin says he’s fed up with both the Republican and Democratic parties, and he intends to do
something about it. His response: Run for president.

The Constitution Party’s nominee for president, Baldwin, 56, founded and currently pastors the Crossroad
Baptist Church in Pensacola, Fla. He’s also an author, radio talk show host and former vice presidential
candidate for his party.

He’s spent the week campaigning throughout Utah trying to spread his message of being an alternative to
the country’s two major political parties.

Baldwin is critical of both the Republican and Democratic parties.

“The two major parties have not given the American
people a real candidate who will, in my opinion,
represent the Constitution of the United States,
limited government, personal freedom and the
principles upon which our country was founded,”
Baldwin told The Herald Journal on Thursday. “Years
ago, the saying was, ‘There’s not a dime’s worth of
difference between the two major parties,’ and with
inflation, today I would say there’s not a nickel’s
worth of difference.”

He points to the immigration issue as evidence,
contending the positions of the Republican and
Democratic parties are essentially identical.

“The Democrats basically want the illegals to continue
to come across the border at will for the sake of
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Weather

getting votes,” said Baldwin. “The Republicans, on
the other hand, want the borders to remain open for the purpose of being able to obtain cheap labor.
Regardless of the reason, neither major party has any desire to secure our borders.”

Baldwin added, “It makes no sense at all to me that we’re fighting a war on terror in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and then we leave our own borders wide open.”

He pledges to secure the borders of the United States “within 30 days of becoming president.”

Having opposed the war in Iraq from the start, Baldwin favors a phased withdrawal of U.S. troops from the
country after first developing an exit strategy — “unlike John McCain who wants to keep us there for a
hundred years and unlike Barack Obama, who has given us no concept whatsoever of what he plans to
do.”

Baldwin would also repeal the income tax, and in return implement a 10 percent tax on all imports into the
United States. In addition, Baldwin would drastically cut federal spending.

“Basically, the only difference between the Republicans and the Democrats today is that the Democrats
want to tax and spend, and the Republicans want to borrow and spend,” Baldwin said. “But both of them
want to spend. They spend like drunken sailors, except that’s an insult to sailors because at least sailors
are spending their own money.”

On abortion, Baldwin favors overturning Roe v. Wade, noting the Republican Party is “phony” on the
issue.

“They have done nothing to stop abortion on demand, even though they had the entire federal government
for six years,” he said. “We feel that now the Republican Party is probably on the last legs of its
existence.”

Baldwin likened himself to Abraham Lincoln in 1859, noting the Republican Party then was a “minor third
party.”

“Sooner or later, an independent party, a third party, is going to break into the national limelight and is
going to take that spotlight off the Republican Party and elect a president of the United States,” Baldwin
said. “I would like to think it’s gonna be 2008, and I would like to think that I’m the Abraham Lincoln of this
generation.”

———
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Reader Comments

Following are comments from online Herald Journal readers. In inviting reader comments on the day's news, The Herald
Journal is hoping to promote a largely uncensored and free-flowing dialogue among readers. However, any comments
deemed potentially libelous or obscene will be removed from the site. Readers wanting to draw editors' attention to possibly
inappropriate comments should email managing editor Charles McCollum at cmccollum@hjnews.com or phone 792-7220.

Cicero  wrote on Jul 5, 2008 4:30 PM:
" I was very disappointed that the Republicans rejected a presidential candidate with the platform of small limited
government and following the Constitution. Rejection of Ron Paul for a handful of neo-cons really shows that the
Republican Party is no longer conservative nor relevant.

I'm glad a real American like Chuck Baldwin and a party like the Constitution Party is on the rise. I joining up.

Regarding the 2nd Amendment:
Obama- F Rating from Gun Owners of America.
McCain- F Rating from Gun Owners of America.
Baldwin- Life Member of Gun Owners of America. "

sheesh  wrote on Jul 5, 2008 8:52 PM:
" This guy could be a good alternative to the same ole stuff. "
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Free Bird  wrote on Jul 5, 2008 9:28 PM:
" I like Chuck, but I would never vote for him. Go back and do some research on him and Ron Paul. They are both
convinced it was a conspiracy by the US Government. "

Newman  wrote on Jul 6, 2008 11:31 AM:
" FB,

What was a conspiracy? "

Cicero  wrote on Jul 6, 2008 1:42 PM:
" I made a mistake in my first post.
McCain has an F- from Gun Owners of America, a lower score than Obama.

I've checked into Ron Paul and Chuck Baldwin, and I'm not sure what conspiracy you are talking about, but if its about the
Federal Reserve conspiracy everyone informed about it agrees that it is a conspiracy. "

Tyrannicide  wrote on Jul 6, 2008 11:59 PM:
" Chuck Baldwin will not appear on the ballot in Arizona, Georgia, Indiana, North Carolina, and Texas.

Libertarian candidate Bob Barr will be on the ballot in those states, and at least 48 states total.

If you want to live in the kind of socially-tyrannical theocracy Baldwin advocates for, may I suggest relocating to Iran?

And if you want to vote for individual liberty and personal responsibility, Bob Barr deserves your serious consideration. "

REGISTRATION IS FREE. Comments are from online Herald Journal readers. In inviting reader
comments on the day's news, The Herald Journal is hoping to promote a largely uncensored and
free-flowing dialogue among readers. However, any comments deemed potentially libelous or
obscene will be removed from the site. Readers wanting to draw editors' attention to possibly
inappropriate comments should email managing editor Charles McCollum at
cmccollum@hjnews.com or phone 792-7220.
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